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Abstract

The study of metaphors through a cognitive approach illustrates how mental images
extend to abstract concepts. Inspired by natural phenomena such as animals, plants,
etc., Turkish speakers present a metaphorical use of those phenomena in everyday
speech. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the frequency and percentage of
the most significant word structures of nature metaphors in Turkish. Another aim
was to evaluate the names and gender roles of metaphorical words of nature in
word-formation processes in Turkish. The data of this study were obtained through
interviews with 70 Turkish speakers and, eventually, 677 words were collected.
First, the frequency and percentage of morphological concepts were investigated.
Then, the role of natural phenomena in word-formation processes and their gender
roles were examined. The findings revealed that nature has influenced the speech of
Turkish speakers and they utilize names of natural phenomena in their speech
metaphorically. In Turkish metaphorical nature words, compounding, derivation,
compounding and derivation, onomatopoeia, and lexical borrowing have the highest
usage, respectively. Furthermore, the names related to animals, birds, and insects
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have the highest rate of metaphorical use in this language. The results can be useful
for poets, teachers, authors, and linguists to gain a better understanding of
metaphors.

Keywords. Metaphorical word structures, Nature, Morphological concepts, Word-
formation processes, Cognitive approach, Gender, Turkish language.
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