Language Sudies, Ingtitute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2021, 103-146

The Discursive-M etaphorical Function of Media L anguage:
A Cognitive Approach

Masoud Dehghan’, Vali Gholami™
Atiyeh Karami™"

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the discursive-metaphorical
functions of media language from a cognitive perspective and based on Fauconnier
and Turner’s Conceptual Blending Theory (1994, 1998, 2002) to illustrate how the
media use metaphor in their speech to achieve their goals. This qualitative study is
descriptive-analytical and data have been collected from widely circulated
newspapers in recent years and, for this purpose, 18 samples (due to the limited size
of the paper to draw conceptual blending diagrams) of metaphors used in these texts
were analyzed and evaluated. The findings showed that media discourse, by
blending the two source and target domains, and forming an emergent fourth
blended space, conceptualizes language in such a way that it is possible to map
abstract concepts — such as “wave of Idamic awakening”, “throwing the ball in
someone's court”, etc. — onto tangible and concrete concepts and hence to attract
audience and lighten public opinion; that is, the common features of the two mental
spaces correspond to each other one by one.
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