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Abstract

Narrative discourse is one of the main characteristics and capabilities of verbal
communication in various aspects of human’s social life. Narration, as the spoken or
written description or report of related events, is a multidimensional skill indicating
the level of linguistic as well as cognitive knowledge. In the present study, with the
aim of examining compound verbs in the speech of 5- to 7-year-old healthy Persian-
speaking children, 889 compound verbs from 107 samples of spontaneous speech
were analyzed based on Dabir-Moghaddam’s approach (1997). Out of these, 52
speech samples were produced by boys and 55 speech samples were produced by

girls. Also, 48 speech samples were produced by children aged 5 to 6 years, and 59
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speech samples were produced by children aged 6 to 7 years. The entire speech
productions included 17,427 words. The results showed that the frequency of
“compositional compound verbs” is higher than that of “incorporating compound
verbs” in the speech of 5- to 7-year-old children. Furthermore, with the increase of
children’s age, in the age group of 6 years compared to 5 years, the gap between the
elements of the compound verbs and the use of transitive compound verbs which
have a more complex syntactic structure increases as an indicator of the

development of language abilities.

Keywords: Compound verb, Spontaneous speech, Verb structure, Transitivity,

Incorporation, Compounding.
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