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The Origin of the Front Rounded Vowels
in Some New Iranian Languages

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaili®

Abstract

The front rounded vowels did not exist in the phonetic system of Old and Middle
Iranian languages, but due to phonetic changes, they are observed in a number of
New Iranian languages and even have a phonemic status in some of them. In fact, it
can be said that by changing the number of phonemes in these languages, a
phonemic split has occurred. Examining this diachronic change in a number of these
languages, especially in the two varieties of the Central Iranian languages, this
article shows that the most important factor in this change is the fronting, that is, a
sound change in which a vowel becomes advanced or pronounced farther to the
front of the vocal tract than some reference point, which apparently occurred
unconditionally in these languages, although in some cases other factors such as
vowel harmony and rounding of front vowels have also been involved in the
formation of these vowels. Another finding of this study indicates that the fronting
in some languages has given rise to more than one front rounded vowel, the latter of
which is the mid (or mid-high) vowel, which has often been overlooked in previous
studies.
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