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Semantic Frames of Persian verbs:

A case study of verb “Sodan” (to become)

Leila Rahmati Nejad’, S. Mostafa Assi~

Ali Reza Gholi Famian™", Masood Ghayoomi™"

Abstract

Fillmore's “Frame theory” (1982) suggests a major principle in Cognitive Semantics
that believes the meanings of words are perceived within a system of knowledge
arising from the human's cultural experience. It maintains that “Semantic Frames”
display sections of an event used for connecting a group of words to a set of
meanings. Verbs are present as the most important element in most of the situations
of an event and play significant role in the interpretation of the meaning. The
purpose of this study is to present a quantitative and corpus-based analysis in order
to recognize the semantic frames of “foden” (to become) in Persian within the
framework of this theory. Thus, 14 semantic frames were recognized using
encyclopedias, Persian contemporary corpora and FrameNet. Then, the concept of
“tee?cir-e halaet daden” (to turn to a state) was determined as the prototype of this

verb and the main frame was created.
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Frame Becoming
name

An [ Entity] ends up with some [4,q Final quality]--a new fact about the [ Entity].
Alternatively, based on a cluster of changes of characteristics, the [¢ Entity]
newly meets the conditions for being a member of a Final category.
[ent The weather] TURNED [g,q cold].
[ent You] can BECOME a firefighter [y, today]!

(2) Definition

This frame should be compared with the Transition_to_state frame, which is more general
in allowing arbitrary descriptions of a final situation:
We ENDED UP telling him to leave.

There is no way to effectively paraphrase such a sentence in the Becoming frame.
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¢ and Non-Core Elements

CoreElements

Entity [ent]
The [« Entity] which undergoes a change, newly ending up in the [, Final category] or
taking on a new [g,q Final quality].

[ent I] GROW impatient with your insolence.

Core Unexpressed

Final category [finc]
The category that the [, Entity] ends up in after the change. Typically, this entails
taking on a number of new characteristics.

He never could understand how she ENDED UP [4,.an evangelist].

Final_quality [finq]
A description of a characteristic of the [ Entity] after the change.
Suddenly, she BECAME [, impatient].

Non-Cor e Elements

This FE marks the set of conditions

under which the [, Entity] enters the

[fne Final_category] or takes on
Circumstances [cir] the characteristic of the [ Final_quality].

How long the [ Entity] remains in

the s, Final_category], Final_situation,

or [sing Final_quality].

How long the [ Entity] remains in
the [snc Final _category], Final_situation,
or [fing Final_quality].
Duration_of final state[dur] He BECAME [, for the next three years]
Semantic Type: Duration the prophetic voice of the Salvadoran
people until his assassination on March 24, 1980.
Any eventuality or [y Entity] which
brings about the change of the [, Entity].

Explanation[Expl] Smithers BECAME tired [gy, from all
Semantic Type: State_of _affairs the work he'd been doing].
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Group [grp]

Initial _category []

Initial state []

Manner [man]
Semantic Type: Manner

Place [Place]
Semantic Type: Locative_relation

Time [tim]
Semantic Type: Time

Transitional_period [trp]

A description of the kind of entities associated
with instances of the [ Entity] and
saliently affected by its change.

This FE describes the category of the
[ene Entity] before a change.

This FE describes the state of the

[ene Entity] before change occurs.

Any description of the event which is not
covered by more specific FEs, including
epistemic modification (probably, presumably,
mysteriously), secondary effects (quietly, loudly),
and general descriptions comparing events

(the same way). In cases where the [ Entity]

is intentional, [, Manner] may indicate salient
characteristics of an intentional [ Entity] that also
affect the event (presumptuously, coldly,
deliberately, eagerly, carefully).

The majority [, slowly] BECAME more

and more disenchanted with him.

Where the change takes place.
He always BECAME uncomfortable [pi, in bars].

When the change occurs.

[im By 1945] he had BECOME uncertain

of the advisability of anyone having such a weapon.
The period during which the [ Entity] is in
transition.

[sp Over the last 5 years], I've BECOME sick
and tired of your tomfoolery.

“
Lexica
1 Units

becomeyv, turn.v
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1. The process went so far in Algeria earlier this year that the army cancelled the results
of general elections when it BECAME"* [Final_quatiyclear] [gnigthat the Islamic Salvation
Front would win an overwhelming victory].

2. [eniy The lengths to which he is prepared to go] will BECOME "t [Final quatiyclear]
[timewhen he and Esau meet].

3. Undecided and still bent over towards her [guiyhe] BECAME™ [finy quaiaware
of the patter of running feet, approaching fast].

4. [Eniy The Nunnery Lane convent] BECAME "™ [Final quaiiyinvolved in plans for the
Carmelite convent at Mafeking] [rin after the German sisters were approached by the

South African Bishop of Kimberley and got in touch with Darlington].

(5) Annotation

5. [piceIn the UK] it BECAME"™® [Final_quatiincreasingly apparent] [gyithat organisational
change in schools was not sufficient to guarantee change in established social attitudes].
6. [Eniy The chosen method which has been implemented] is described below, and
BECAME™&t [Finat quaiyknown as the * backwards ", or * inverted look-up "].

7. But I understand the cricket committee voted 4-1 to nominate West Indies batsman
Richardson for a one-year contract to fill the vacancy until [g,i,Craig McDermott]
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