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The Factual Possible World in Pahlavi Conditional

Sentences: Past System

Roshanak Azari”

Abstract

Conditional sentences are recognized as one of the Universals of Language and have
been studied according to the language typologies. This article reviews grammatical
tenses applied in the formation of Pahlavi conditional sentences, derived from Zand-
1 Vohuman Yasn, Zatsparam, and Rivayat-1 Pahlavi. This descriptive-quantitative
analysis intends to prove the tendency between the possible world of conditional
sentences with their applied grammatical tenses. 13 conditional sentences were
located in the two first mentioned books and were suitable for the verb structure
study. 160 sentences out of the 250 conditional sentences in Rivayat-1 Pahlavi were
chosen for the statistical survey. 85% of the subordinated clauses had verbs from
the present system and 15% from the past system. The semantical analysis showed
that in the Pahlavi language if the grammatical tenses in both clauses were made on
the past system, the possible world would be factual in most cases. This result
accords with Bagayi and Naqzgoo-Kohan's research outcome (2019), which was
based on Declerck and Reed’s typology for New Persian conditional sentences. This
study showed an abundant variety in the formation of conditional sentences aided by

present and past tenses, nominal and, gerund forms. The Pahlavi unfulfilled
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conditional past tense was observed in the formation of other complex sentences,

with indicative moods.

Keywords: Pahlavi language, conditional sentences, possible world, grammatical

tense, typology.
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15. ‘ka-$ petitig kard, be o dusox né sawed.” (RP.41)
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16.“mardoman ka-san kustig wisad ud pérahan i ew-tag paymoxt éstéd, fradom gam
be nihéend, framan-é winah.” (RP.35)
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- Ce ka mardoman an tis be wardenid, a-san be né wardenid he, edon ciyon Mahliya
ud Mahliyané ..., hamag mardom paywand ud tohmag i xwés danist hé, hagriz brad oy 1
brad... be né hist hé .(RP.10)
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Gl aS S 0 Ol Slg & (sbiled Olgz 3 o) 5523 S 8 e 5 —
(O\/ &:J)) f.}y GJ\iJ_eL:J b f‘;@.r L)':JTJ§‘ g.l.\.::b J}w‘)b}.&‘? J}w

- agar-im an az né ozad hé, a-s hamag dam 1 t6 be abesthénid hé ud to hagirz carag
T Ahreman né danist he. (RP.67)
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- ud agar-im awesan obastan rahdar né ozad hénd, Ahreman abar dam 1 to padixsa
bid he. (RP.69/2)
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- Ce ka Kersasp né biid hé, u-s en and kar né kard he, 1 guft ésted, né to ud né ec dam
T man estisn né bid hé. (RP.74)
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