Language Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2023, 1-28
Doi: 10.30465/1s.2023.42617.2080

The Evaluation of Discourse Communication SKkill of Right and
Left Hemisphere Damaged Persian-Speaking Patients

Mahla Arianpour*
Mohammad Amin Mozaheb™

Abstract

This paper draws on to evaluate one of the communication skills, discourse, in adult
right and left hemispheres damaged Persian speaking patients due to cerebrovascular
accident (CVA) using the Persian version of the Montreal Protocol for the Evaluation of
Communication (M.E.C.). The statistical populations of the study were 10 adults, right
and left hemispheres damaged Persian speaking patients due to cerebrovascular accident
(CVA). Two sets of tests were used in the present study. The first ones were screening
tests included Lateral Preference Inventory (Corn test), Mini Mental State Examination
(MMSE) and Persian Diagnostic Aphasia Battery (EQ1). These tests were performed to
monitor the subjects in terms of handedness, dementia and the presence or absence of
aphasia. The second set of tests were the Persian version of the Montreal Protocol for
the Evaluation of Communication, which was used for assessing the communicative
skills. The Performance of patients in protocol subtests were evaluated and compared
with each other individually, intragroup and intergroup. Findings indicated that damage
to the right and left hemispheres of the brain leads to discourse impairments. However,

damages to the right hemisphere increases the severity of linguistic impairments more
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than damages to the left hemisphere. All patients who had the weakest performance in
the sub-tests of discourse protocol tasks, their temporal lobe was damaged. In RHD,
those patients who had the weakest performance in the sub-tests of protocol skills, their
damages were located in the temporal lobe. As a result, it seems that damage to the
temporal lobe in the right hemisphere of the brain leads to impaired discourse skills. In
LHD group, damages to the frontotemporal and temporal-parietal areas in the left
hemisphere of the brain, cause some impaiments to the discourse skills of LHD patients.
Therefore, based on these datas, it may be claimed that there is a direct relationship
between the degree of impairments of discourse and pragmatic skills and the location of

the brain lesion.

Keywords: Right Hemisphere Damaged Patients, Left Hemisphere Damaged Patients,
discourse Skill, CVA, Persian language.
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