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Alienable Possession in Persian:
A Natural Semantic Metalanguage Approach

Faranak Naderi"

Abstract

In the present research, the concept of alienable possession in Persian language is
investigated within the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) framework. In this
theory, the only semantic prime related to the concept of possession is ‘(IS) MINE’,
which is claimed to be the basis of all linguistic expressions related to the concept of
possession. The purpose of the research is to test the correctness of this claim in Persian
language by examining linguistic expressions related to alienable possession. The
results of the research show that the possessive expressions with the structure ‘mal-e X
(Paest)’ (such as ‘mal-e keesi/foma/Reza ?east’) are all derived from the semantic prime
‘mal-e man (Past)’ and the phrasal possessive construction ‘X-e Y’ (such as ‘ketab-e
Meh/[id’) can be described based on this prime. Also, after examining the possessive
verbs ‘daden’, ‘daften’ and ‘dozdiden’ which are related to alienable possession, it
was found that these verbs can be described using the semantic prime ‘mal-e man
(Pzest)’ too. Therefore, this semantic prime plays a key role in expressing the concept of

alienable possession in Persian.

Keywords: possession, alienable possession, possessive construction, Natural Semantic
Metalanguage, semantic prime.
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