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Abstract

Since transitivity is among the most important concepts in grammar and discourse,
focusing on how it is acquired can respond to many problems in the field of language
acquisition. According to studies, children are able to use transitive verbs and produce
new transitive structures in their speech from the age of three. This study aims to
investigate the cognition level, to which the children reach that enables them to produce
and understand transitive sentences in their speech. For this purpose, a collection of 100
declarative clauses used by four Persian-speaking children was examined. Descriptive-
analytical method was used to analyze the data. The cognitive analysis of this finding
revealed that a child, around the age of one, has seen and memorized scenes of daily life
for many times. Gradually, they decompose the scenes they have seen into their
constituent components and relate each component to a linguistic elements. Finally,
they use syntactic tools such as word order (linear order of linguistic elements) to

identify the role of each component. Also, child as spectator with objectifation and
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highlighting of subjects in the sentences, encodes the sentences in the realm of energy

production and always use subject before object.

Keywords: child language, transitive structures, cognitive processings, agent, patient.
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