Language Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2023-2024, 53-76
Doi: 10.30465/1s.2023.43627.2097

Agreement and Case Systems and their roles
in Determining the Pashto Language Type
(Standard Dialect of Afghanistan)

Mohammad Dabir-Moghaddam”

Enayat Rahman Mayar“

Abstract

In this article, the agreement and case systems of Pashto (the Standard dialect of
Afghanistan) were examined with the purpose of determining its typological
features. To achieve this goal, a grammatical study of agreement and case systems was
performed, and the role of these two systems in determining the type of Pashto language
was examined. The Pashto language has both agreement and case systems. According to
the agreement and case systems in the non-past tense, Pashto is known as a nominative-
accusative language. However, in the past tense, due to the agreement and case systems,
it is called ergative -absolutive. Therefore, the Pashto language is neither completely
nominative-accusative nor unanimously ergative -absolutive. Languages that have such
a feature are called split type. in compound verbs, three types of agreement were
introduced, including the agreement of the compound verb with the subject, agreement
of the compound verb with the object, and simultaneous agreement of the compound

verb with both subject and object. This type of agreement was detected in the future
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tense, present perfect imperative verbs, as well as interrogative, exclamatory, and

vocative verbs in the present perfect tense.
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