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Pashto Affixes from the Viewpoint of Lexical Morphology
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Abstract

This research examines derivational and inflectional processes in Pashto within the
framework of “Lexical Morphology and Phonology” (Kiparsky, 1982). In this article,
131 Pashto affixes, comprising 40 inflectional and 91 derivational affixes, were
categorized into two neutral and non-neutral categories based on their interaction with
the base they are attached to. The findings of this study reveal that a majority of Pashto
affixes, whether auto-stressed or connected to the base, result in alterations to the base.
Furthermore, the research demonstrates the efficacy of Kiparsky's (1982) approach,
originally devised to analyze the structure of English affixes, in analyzing neutral and
non-neutral affixes in the Pashto language. According to the study, most of the Pashto
affixes are non-neutrals, which are located in the first layer. It is worth mentioning that
the number of neutral affixes is less than the non-neutral ones, although they are widely
used in the language. Moreover, as the Lexical Morphology Hypotheses assumes,

neutral and non-neutral affixes are organized based on the Level Ordering Hypothesis.
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