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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the possibilities of the Persian language to express disjunctive
constructions according to Haspelmath (2004&2007). Although juxtaposition.is a dominant way of
expressing coordination, Persian language often uses coordinators to show disjunctive coordination.
Generally, when there is no emphasis on the disjunctive coordinator or the type of connection between
two coordinands can be interpreted by referring to.the context, juxtaposition is used, which is not a
dominant phenomenon to express the disjunctive coordination in Persian language. In case of using
coordinators, Persian language uses three types of it, which are: simple, compound and discrete (binary).
Our aim in the present study: is to identify Persian disjunctive coordinators, determine their position,
and investigate the sensitivity of Persian disjunctive coordinators to the category of coordinands. The
data of this research consists of 48 sentences which were collected from native speakers. The findings
of the research_indicate that: the majority of disjunctive coordinators of Persian language are not
sensitive to the category of coordinands and can be used with all kinds of phrases and clauses. Among
these coordinators, some of them can express other types of coordinations in addition to disjunctive
coordination, the most common of which are "va" and "o0" which can be used as conjunctive, contrastive,
causative and disjunctive coordinations at the same time. In this language, in addition to "or",
interrogative words, adverbs related to doubt and uncertainty, as well as verb sources can also be used
as disjunctive coordinators, most of which are native coordinators of the Persian language and are not
borrowed from other languages. In terms of position, the disjunctive coordinators of the Persian
language are used in the following ways: [A][B] , [A][co-B] , [co-A][co-B].
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The Study of Disjunctive Coordination in Persian Language

Introduction

There are two ways to connect two or more units, which are "coordination” and "suboordination™.
Haspelmath (2004&2007) states that "coordination is a syntactic structure in which two or more
identical units are merged into a larger unit. While, despite the integration, as before, they have the
same meaningful relationships with the elements around them". Four types of coordination
constructions can be distinguished. These four types of constructions are: conjunctive, adversative,
disjunctive, and causative constructions.

Disjunctive conjunction is related to a field in which an action has not happened or the speaker is not
sure of doing it. The purpose of this study is to investigate disjunctive coordination in Persian.

2. Research methodology

The method of conducting this research is descriptive qualitative. At first, we collected the equivalent
constructions in the mentioned language by the native speakers and analyzed them. For this purpose,
we asked native speakers to talk about memories or topics, and by recording their conversations and
then writing them down, we extracted the required structures. To examine the possibilities of the Persian
language to express disjunctive constructions, we have used Haspelmath (2004&2007).

3. Discussion & Result

Four types of coordinate construction can be distinguished. These four types of constructions are:
conjunctive, adversative, disjunctive, and causative constructions. Disjunctive coordination includes
events that cannot happen together and is related to a field in which an action has not happened or the
speaker is not sure of doing it. Disjunctive coordinations are not as common as conjunctive
coordinations.. In a written text, conjunctive coordinations have a higher frequency of occurrence than
disjunctive coordinations. A disjunctive structure can express two equal possibilities without any kind

of choice.



Disjunctive coordinations in Persian language are divided into three categories; They are: simple,
compound and discrete (binary). Persian disjunctive coordinators are formed from adverbs, verbs, and
interrogative words. Both in simple and compound coordinators, if it is shifted, the sentence looks more
acceptable. The phenomenon of ellipsis of repeated elements or elements that can be interpreted with
respect to the first coordinand is also common in disjunctive constructions and this removal is
progressive.

4. Conclusion

In creating a disjunctive relationship between two or more bases in the Persian language, both
juxtaposition and coordinators are used. The most widely used disjunctive coordinator of the Persian
language is "ja:", which is not sensitive to the category and is used with all phrases and clauses. Discrete
coordinators are either repeating "or" or are not repeating "or" and all follow the pattern [co-A][co-B].
In addition, none of them are sensitive to the category. In addition to “ja: ... ja:", the Persian language
also uses from the verb source (xa:h .... xa:h), introgative words ( tfe .... tfe) and adverbs related to doubt
and possibility (fa:jad .... fa:jad ) as discrete disjunctive coordinators.

There is another type of disjunctive conjunction in Persian language, which is also called temporal
alternation. This bisyndetic coordination, which is shown by "ga:h .... ga:h" is actually similar to
disjunctive conjunction and shows events that happen alternately at different times. In fact, "ga:h....
ga:h" refers to a kind of temporal relationship that indicates transformation, in which the first "ga:h"
indicates a state and quality, and the second "ga:h" indicates a change in that state or quality.

The simple coordinators "va" and "-0" can also be used as disjunctive coordinators in Persian language.
All disjunctive coordinators in Persian, including simple, compound and discrete, can be accompanied

by conjunctive coordinators "va" and "-0". In addition to "va" and "-0", the simple disjunctive

coordinator “ja:" and all discrete coordinators of the Persian language can be combined with "ham®.



In terms of the position of coordinators, in the construction of coordinators from the four logical
positions proposed by Haspelmeth (2004 and 2007), the following three positions can be imagined for
disjunctive coordinators in Persian language:

[Al[co-B]

[AIlB]

[co-A][co-B]
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