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Abstract

Historical analysis of socia phenomena can help identify changes in socia
institutions and structures to perceive the historical roots of social problems.
Although studying the status of women in any period of Iranian history can
represent various social aspects of that period, considering the paradigm shiftsin the
legal and socia system of Iranian society after the fall of the Sassanid Empire, the
study of women’s status in the Sassanid era is of particular importance since it
reveals on what legal traditions and customs the following determinant laws were
based. Therefore, the study of the socia status of women in that period has become
a shared area of study for scholars of Iranian studies and Islamic studies. However,
different approaches and intellectual backgrounds in these studies have made this
issue a controversial one. The present study, after reviewing the previous findings,
aims to explain the status of women concerning the marriage and divorce laws, and
answer the question of whether these laws considered women as “legal subject” or
“legal object”. To answer this question, the legal cases related to the laws of
marriage and divorce, as reflected in Madayan 1 Hazar Dadestan, are examined.
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