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Abstract

Skand Gumanig Wizar is a Pahlavi polemical texts of the ninth century CE, when
that language had lost its former political support, while its daily usage among
people was decreasing, and Arabic and Persian were gradually replacing it in all
respects. In such a time, the author of this work began to write this polemical book,
without using loanwords to express complex concepts, and of course, he was
wonderfully successful in accomplishing this task. But, how was that possible?
Were Pahlavi word-formation methods more productive than Persian? Examining
Pahlavi word-formation capabilities, especially derivational suffixes, can provide
clues in this regards. The author, and other Zoroastrian ones, seemingly, considered
Pahlavi as a scientific language immune to the negative consequences occurring for
any defeated language, so they could take full advantage of its word-formation
capabilities, especially derivative suffixes, regardless of the fact that some of its
most important features were getting inactive in their contemporary language. Of
course, their commitment to using the Pahlavi language had a very important role in
this great achievement.
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