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Abstract

This article is a case study that aimed at investigating the role of pictorial metaphors in
conveying the message of citizenship cartoons. For this purpose, four cartoons related to
the contrast between book and cyberspace published in Persian-language websites were
selected by purposive sampling method. These cartoons then were analyzed in the
framework of conceptual metaphor theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, 1999; Lakoff,
1993) and multimodal metaphor theory (Forceville, 1996, 2008, 2009). the main
question of the research is: what pictorial metaphors have been used to express the
contrast between books and cyberspace in citizenship cartoons, and what are the source
domains in these metaphors? The results showed that pictorial metaphors based on the
concepts of train, sea and physical conflict between humans have been used to express
the contrast between books and cyberspace. Moreover, the source or target domains of
these metaphors involved conceptual metonymy. Thus, metaphor and metonymy

interact to create the cartoonist's intended meaning and convey it to their audience based
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on a kind of analogical reasoning. The results also showed that the pictorial metaphors

used in these cartoons were either hybrid or contextual.

Keywords: Cyberspace, book-reading, cartoon, pictorial metaphor, conceptual

metaphor.
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