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Abstract 

In this article, the agreement and case systems of Pashto (the Standard dialect of 

Afghanistan) were examined with the purpose of determining its typological 

features. To achieve this goal, a grammatical study of agreement and case systems was 

performed, and the role of these two systems in determining the type of Pashto language 

was examined. The Pashto language has both agreement and case systems. According to 

the agreement and case systems in the non-past tense, Pashto is known as a nominative-

accusative language. However, in the past tense, due to the agreement and case systems, 

it is called ergative -absolutive. Therefore, the Pashto language is neither completely 

nominative-accusative nor unanimously ergative -absolutive. Languages that have such 

a feature are called split type. in compound verbs, three types of agreement were 

introduced, including the agreement of the compound verb with the subject, agreement 

of the compound verb with the object, and simultaneous agreement of the compound 

verb with both subject and object. This type of agreement was detected in the future 
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tense, present perfect imperative verbs, as well as interrogative, exclamatory, and 

vocative verbs in the present perfect tense. 

Keywords: Pashto, agreement, case system, semi-ergative, dual agreement. 
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" (��/(��) �3�������."  dz-i  duy 
7  

   ���*
3 P - %�8 (J�8)   ��Mh)3 �3�� (g P  

:�u� ,��1  �07 J�8 �B ��' :�  ���� ( !�l J�8 ,'�� :�u� ( ,��1  �04    q�� �̀ �' 5��
 :��u� (�� ( ��� 9('( �#��$� J7�8 �� tI
 q� �̀ �' 5� � �M
  ,���5   ��07    �' _�#8 J��8

�� ���� �#��$� J7�8 �� D*4 q� �̀  .��(  
:�u� �� J&v (J�8 ,��       L��� :��  ����� ,����� J��8 ( .��*B �4�0 :�  ���� ( ,����

r�@  ( J�8 �*�& 9��' J7�8 �� J�8 �#��$� :�u�) tI
 !�( � :�' ,�� ,��8   ��011  ��� (
�� �#��$� �M
 � tI
 q� �̀ �' J7�8:�u�) tI
 !��  (�� ( ��' 9�*B ,��12   ��014 �' (

�M� �#��$� J7�8 �� �M
 q� �̀:�*B  
" }��B %���5�'�.."  lwəl- əm  kitɑb  za  

8  
 ���*
1! P - ���'�. (J�8) }��B  ��Mh)1 %� (! P 

" }��B �����'�.�5."  lwəl-u  kitɑb  munȥ  
9  

 ���*
1 g P - ���'�. (J�8)  }��B   ��Mh)1�� (g P  
"�� }��B �0.��'�."  lwəl-e  kitɑb  tə 

10  
 ���*
)2 (! P - ���'�. J�8  }��B   ��Mh)2 �0 (! P  

" }��B �M
���'�.��."  lwəl-əy  kitɑb  tɑse  
11  

 ���*
)2 (g P - ���'�. J�8  }��B   ��Mh)2�M
 (g P  
"�� }��B ((��) �'.��'�."  lwəl-i  kitɑb  day  

12  
 ��*
)3 (P - ���'�. J�8  }��B   ��Mh)3 �' (;� ! P 

" �� }��B (��) �'.��'�."  lwəl-i  kitɑb  dɑ 
13  

 ���*
)3 (P - ���'�. J�8  }��B   ��Mh)3�' (|� ! P  
" }��B (��/(��) �3�����*�'�.."  lwəl-i kitɑb  duy  

14  
 ���*
)3 (g P - ���'�. J�8  }��B   ��Mh)3�3�� (g P  

:�u� ���� �' ,��1  �014 �� �N���J�8 ( �B 5&���    J��8 :��  ����� ,���� � !�l ,��
�� �#��$� J7�8 ��  .�*B  
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2.1.2 ����� ���� �� �����  

       ����( ��uB' ( ��B ���' J���( %��M� ��� ��' :�  ���� Ju� 5� 	�*&� ���� ( �#��$�  ,���
����  r�@ �' ���� ,L�E �3*0 .��' 	�
 (�& ��
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    ��� �8���h' 	��*&� rT�M4 ��.��� ( �'���C0  9(��
/ba/  » 	'��. «  ��p*7 �'��*7 ����  ������'
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dz- əm.  ba za  

15   ���*
1! P - %�8 (J�8)  	'�. (r'(')   ��Mh)1 %� (! P 

".�8 5�'�. %�"  
dz-u.  ba munȥ 

16   ���*
1 g P - %�8 (J�8)  	'�. (r'(')   ��Mh)1�� (g P  
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dz-e ba tə 

17   ���*
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dz-əy  ba tɑse  

18   ���*
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 (g P  
".�8 ���'�. �M
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dz-i  ba day  

19   ���*
3 P - %�8 (J�8)  	'�. (r'(')   ��Mh)3 �' (;� ! P 

".�8 ��'�. ((��) �'"  
dz-i  ba dɑ 
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3 P - %�8 (J�8)  	'�. (r'(')   ��Mh)3 �' (|� ! P  
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dz-i  ba duy 

21   ���*
3 P - %�8 (J�8)  	'�. (r'(')   ��Mh)3 �3�� (g P  
".�8 �*�'�. (��/(��) �3��"  

:�u� (  ,��15 - 21 ��L�� 	�*&� ���� ( �B 5�*��   .('( ��#��$� J7�8 �� !�l J�8  9%��*�M�
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22   ���*
1! P - ���'�. (J�8) }��B ��� 	�*&� - 	'�.  )1 %� (! P 
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".��'�. 5�'�. }��B %�"  
lwəl-u  kitɑb  ba munȥ  

23   ���*
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24   ���*
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" ��'�. }��B ((��) �'.��'�."  
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 (�� ( L�� �#��$�
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 - ) !�l �6M4 J7�8 �B �V�� ����>�S  J�7�8 � (
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     %��*E � ���' ���+&� %�&' ,''( :�  ���� ( _#8 ���� ���� �B (�B ��B�0 �&�� �N*&' (
r�@ ( ����h� �M� 	�&( J�8 ��
;� ,��  �
 .(�	( ���*
      !��"� ����'�� ��3*0 ��� ����� �

���� /( �#��$��� %���0 ' ��34 ,�����  !�"� �C6� 9�*B )case system  L��� ' (�0 ���% ��**B /
���� /(�� ���N��� .��'(:�u� �' �B !�( ,���) ,��1  �028�� ���� (    !��"� ��� d����� 95&��
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 �)'' ,��  ,��f ��Mh r�@ �� ,���� � !�l rTM4 J7�8 9
         ���� 9���'( '��f �67��8 ����  ( ��R&( r��H7 ��� �& 95�#�V� ���  ( �M� �B 9	�
 �Bv
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J#� �� . �)'' ��
;� ���� K#��$� ( ' �� J�p>0 ��� 95�*B:D0��') (�B 5�'�2001 ( 

) �7G2 -2.( �$�;)�-� ���� �1 �0N� 1 O�  ���P >��  

1 O� �0N�  ���P  

QN�  
�*+�! �$�; 

)direct case(  

�$)#O� �$�; 

)accusative case(  

�*+�! �R �$�; 

)oblique case(  

1 ! P  zə mɑ mɑ 
2 ! P  tə tɑ tɑ 

3 �B;� ! P  day day də 
3 c�|� ! P  dɑ dɑ de 

3 �( �B;� ! P  haʔa haʔa həʔə 
3 �( c�|� ! P  haʔe haʔe həʔe 
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 �&�M�h 9(��
 ��4�0 o��8 :���4 �� ��'      9����  ��� ��4�0 ��� ����� ��
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r�@ �B ��' 5�#�V� � �6@' ���  ��M� zM4 � (�>� ,��    :���>� � J�7�8 	��R&�4 ( ��
  ���� '���f ����
;� ������ :����>� 	���R&�4 ( %���*�M� � ����
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%V��  1996 :61  �&64(  
:�u� () ,��1  �028   5�#��V� ����  �M� 9	�
 �Bv ,���( J7�8 	�R&�4 ( �B ,�&�Mh (

  )!�l J��8 xJ�7�8 5� �*�& 9��'( (�67�8 ��� )S   xJ�7�8 5�� � (  ) ,����� J��8A  ����  ( (
5�' � �*�V� (�67�8 ��� ) 5�#�V�) 	�R&�4 ( �B �&��P 5�#��V� :��>� 9��'( '�f (    D�� .���'
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(�67�8) 5�#�V� ) � ��'(P .('( ����>� ���  (	(��*
  ��� ����� � 9��&��    ,''( ������ ���'
   �67��8 ����� �� /( 9(��� ����  !�"� %�*E -  )�����>�Nominative-accusative .���' (   �' D��

��< ���� ( �#��$� !�"� c`H��� �N��� ��
;�   ����  !��"� ���' �� 5� ���� ���� �B 95&���
�67�8 /( ,''( �#��$� !�"� ���' �� 5� � -  �.��� %
� �&�� ��� 9��' ����>�    _�#8 ��B

�67�8 	( ,''( ��
;���< ���� ( - ��� ��4'�� ��
;� ���� �� ��f� 9��' ����>�   5�� 95��*B
  ��� o��8 ���  !�"� 5� � �#��$� !�"�    ����� �' ���� .��*B     ( ����  !��"� � ��#��$� !��"�

���� .��' ���RE ��
;� ���� ( ��.�*
 	( ���h� �B ('( 5�'�. a�h�0 ��
;�  
  

3.1.2  ���� ���� �� �����  

   �' tI�
 !�( � :�' (��� ( �#��$� %&' �B ('( �#��$� J7�8 �� !�l J�8 L�� ��
;� ���� (
�� r�@ �M
 � tI
 q� �̀    J�7�8 ��� L��� D*4 q� �̀ �' tI
 !�� (�� ( ��� 9(���

:�u� �7�MN� .5&'( �#��$�:��*B 	�R� ' J&v ,��  
"5�V�� %�"  kinɑst- əm  za  

29  
��*
� 1! P  -%�V�� (J�8)   ��Mh)1 %� (! P 

".��V�� �0"  kinɑst -e  tə  
30  

 ���*
2 ! P - %�V�� (J�8)   ��Mh)2 �0 (! P  
".�V�� ((��) �'" kinɑst -ə day 

31  
 ��*
3 ;� ! P - %�V�� (J�8)   ��Mh)3 �' (;� ! P  

".�V�� (��) �'"  kinɑst -a  dɑ  
32  

 ���*
3 P |� ! -  (J�8)%�V��   ��Mh)3�' (|� ! P  
".5��V�� ��"  kinɑst -u  munȥ  

33  
%�V�� (J�8) –  ���*
1 g P   ��Mh)1�� (g P 

".���V�� �M
"  kinɑst -əy  tɑse 
34  

 ���*
2 g P - %�V�� (J�8)   ��Mh)2�M
 (g P  
.�*�V�� (�'(��) �3��  kinɑst -əl duy  

35  
 ���*
2 ;� g P - %�V�� (J�8)   ��Mh)3 (P�3��  

".�*�V�� (����) �3��"  kinɑst-əle  duy 
36  

 ���*
2 |� g P - (%�V��) J�8   ��Mh)3�3�� (P  
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 ,�3��u� (29 - 36 ��      ��#��$� %�&' � ('( ��#��$� J�7�8 ��� ��
;� ���� !�l J�8 �B 5�*��
      q�� �̀ �' tI�
 !��� (��� ( ���' 9��' �M
 � tI
 q� �̀ �' tI
 !�( � :�' ,'��
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J�8 :� �� ���� ' ��
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)37 - 40�� ���� ' (:5�*B  
wəwah- əl. zmaryɑn mɑ 

37  3;� g P -  (J�8)�(�  3 ;� g P -(:��>�) ����
  )1 %� (! P  
�67�8��< ���   " .!(� ' (�B;�+) ����
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wəwah- əl. zmaryɑn tɑ 

38  3;� g P - �(� (J�8)  3;� g P - ����
 (:��>�)  )2 �0 (! P  
�67�8��< ���   ".,(� ' (�B;�+) ����
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wəwah-əl. zmaryɑn də 

39  3;� g P - �(� (J�8)  3P ;� g - ����
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wəwah-əl. zmaryɑn de 

40  3;� g P - �(� (J�8)  3;� g P - ����
 (:��>�)  )3  (|� ! P -�'  
�67�8��< ���   “.(� ' (�B;�+) ����
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;���< ���� 1I� ( �� .��'(
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