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Abstract 

This study endeavors to show the protagonist’s values in “The Pear Tree” based on 

mood and modality. Values, ideology and modality within the discourse are interrelated, 

and mood and modality of the discourse can be analyzed to depict the values based on 

Fairclough’s theory. Accordingly, values are depicted in three distinctive ways. First, 

social reality representation within discourse is value laden. That is, each narrative is 

full of values which implicitly affect the reader. Second, characters with positive 

identities within the narrative can create values within the audience. Third, implicit 

values in the context evoke the reader’s emotions. These values are recognizable within 

the discourse of the narrative. Moreover, values, attitudes and power relationships 

beyond them are depicted within this short story. Therefore, contextual analysis of the 

short story shows the protagonist’s values. Then based on the desirable values, his 

related motivational values are determined. 
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Introduction 

The interaction of values within a text produces dynamic processes to create a 

simultaneous value system. In this article, Taraghi’s “The Pear Tree” is analyzed to 

show how mood and modality within the discourse are analyzed to depict the 

protagonist’s values within the context. However, various factors influence the creation 

of the values. The social realities within the discourse, its dominant value system, the 

positive identity of the writer and the simultaneous production of the values within the 

discourse are intermingled to affect the audience which are also discussed in the article. 
 

Materials and Methods 

This article studies the protagonist’s values in Taraghi’s The Pear Tree based on 

Fairclough’s 2003 theory. The evaluation clauses about the protagonist of the story are 

identified and classified based on their mood and modality. Then his desirable and 

undesirable values are specified, and his motivational values are determined. Finally, 

the creation of values in the discourse are elaborated. 

 

Discussion 

This story is about a university professor who goes to his garden in Damavand to write 

his new book. However, the gardener invites him to a special ritual to eradicate the pear 

tree because of its infertility. Finally, the tree is not uprooted, and the new book is not 

written. But the protagonist reviews all his life, values and wishes, and puts all his 

motivational values under scrutiny. His most dominant motivational values have been 

power, success and self-improvement. He has written plenty of books and articles, had 

many lectures and attained fame. But now he is not interested in his previous values 

anymore, and is seeking an opposing transcendental worldview.  

The evaluation clauses about the protagonist are studied in three groups: 

1. Declarative clauses with relational processes which express the protagonist’s 

desirable values. Furthermore, the dominant motivational values expressed by this kind 

of clauses are success, prosperity and survival. 

2. Declarative clauses with modality, especially deontic modality which mostly 

express desirable values. The prevailing motivational values expressed by this type are 

power and success. 

3. Exclamation clauses are used for undesirable values. 

The power relations, values and ideology are intermingled in the story. The old 

gardener notices the infertility of the pear tree and informs the protagonist about the 
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matter. At first, the protagonist ignores the problem. But the gardener brings a group of 

villagers to make him attend the eradication ritual. The power of the group and their 

values act like a driving force to make the protagonist attend the ritual and order the 

eradication of the pear tree. However, the headman prevents the gardener from 

uprooting the tree, and they symbolically make the tree promise to be fertile again. The 

power of the group is embedded in the discourse, and it drives the protagonist to do 

what he actually resents.  

On the other hand, the contextual schemata functions as a comprehensive 

mechanism in the discourse. It shares new experiences with the audience and influence 

their ideology. The protagonist questions his own motivational values because what 

finally remains are just his memories, and he seeks asylum in the nature.  
 

Results 

In this article, values of the protagonist of the Pear Tree were specified by the 

evaluation clauses. Three groups of evaluation clauses about the protagonist of the story 

are declarative clauses with relational processes, declarative clauses with modality and 

exclamation clauses. The first two types are used for desirable values while the latter 

type is applied to undesirable ones. Therefore, desirable and undesirable values can be 

depicted by studying mood and modality of the evaluation clauses. Afterwards the basic 

motivational values and their alteration in the protagonist were traced. Finally, it was 

shown how the interaction of values, attitudes and ideology affected the protagonist in 

this story.  
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