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Abstract

The present article represents the translation and study of a Sogdian text regarding the
life and actions of John of Dailam, Syriac Christian saint, who lived in Iraq and Iran in
the late seventh and early eighth century A.D. The Sogdian text which was found along
with some other Christian texts in Turfan oasis is now deposited in Berlin State Library.
Not having been well-preserved, the text has been damaged over the centuries.
Nevertheless, it contains some uniquely historical details which reflect the social,
historical, religious and linguistic conditions of that time. Moreover, the text mentions
some of his significant actions in Iraq and particularly in Iran. With respect to some
linguistic evidence, the text which has been studied by some scholars such as Sims-
Williams demonstrates the latest version of Sogdian. Since this text has not been
hitherto translated to Persian, the researcher has made efforts to literally translate it to
Persian based on the afore-said Sogdian text. Furthermore, efforts have been made to
compare it with the other extant Sogdian texts, especially Syriac ones, and also to write
notes on the issues included in the text.
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Introduction

John of Dailam (between 659-680/1 A.D.) was born in the city of Haditha in Iraq, that
is, the south of place where the Great Zab River joins Tigris. his barren mother became
miraculously pregnant by prayers of some monks who used to come to visit his parents,
Sarrah and Abraham. Ever since he was a child, he had a great desire to join a
monastery called Beth Abe. when he grew up, he was held as a captive and taken to
Dailam region of Iran by Dailamite robbers. He propagated Christianity there and then
he travelled to Damascus to visit and convince Umayyad Caliph, Abd Al-Malik Ibn
Marwan, to allow him to go to Arrajan area in Pars province. In Arrajan area, he built
two monasteries for both Syriac- speaking and Persian- speaking followers. Finally, he
died in 738 A.D.

The above briefly biographical information of John of Dailam is almost similar in all
related Syriac, Sogdian, Arabic and Ethiopian texts; however, it seems that the Sogdian
text consists of various unique details which cannot be found in the other texts, owing to
the fact that it was probably translated from a lost Syriac text, as Sims-Williams has
concluded.

Materials & Methods

The method used in this article is descriptive- analytical based on collecting information
from library sources.

Discussion

The Sogdian text translated into Persian Language for the first time contains the
historical information, social, economic and financial conditions in the time of John of
Dailam in Iran. methods of constructing buildings and employing workers; a strong
relationship between the monks and the aristocratic, noble and ruling classes in which
the monks used to heal the nobles or the members of their families, especially by
miracles, and receive financial aids, in return; the status of new converts to Christianity
in the beginning of Muslim governments at that time in Iran and also the existence of
some Iranian names are the subjects which the Sogdian text, although briefly, indicates.
Furthermore, an issue which can be inferred from a part of the text is the matter of
Persian language which seems to have been kept verbally by Persian- speaking people
who refused to accept Syriac as the language used in liturgy; therefore, John of Dailam
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built another monastery for them. In this respect, it could be assumed that Persian—
speaking people’s resistance was not only against the liturgical language of the
monastery (Syriac) but also against Arabic as another foreign language, which was
becoming increasingly dominant. Thus, it can probably be expressed that the Persian-
speaking people, knowingly or unknowingly, caused the Persian language to be

preserved at that period of time.

Result

There are some significant points can be concluded from the translation and study of the
Sogdian text regarding “The Life of John of Dailam”. In terms of religion, the Sogdian
text and the other similar texts in different languages, which were translated from Syriac
language, have introduced and showed John of Dailam as an exaggerated, prophet- like
and holy figure for general acceptance.

Although some parts of the Sogdian text have been damaged badly, it indicates the
historical and social issues during the domination and influence of Muslim governments
over Iran at that time.

The other important subject in the Sogdian text is the existence of some Iranian
names which cannot be found in the other texts. On one hand, it can be concluded that
the text was translated from a Syriac detailed work of literature which its original
manuscript was lost. On the other hand, the existence of these Iranian names might
indicate that the scribe or translator deliberately intended to iranize the context of the
Sogdian text so as to make it more compatible with Iranian — Sogdian society, that is,
the readers could easily correlate with the events and possibly familiar characters.

From the language point of view, some remarkably grammatical irregularities can be
observed especially in inflectional forms, which probably indicates the Sogdian
language was in a gradual transition from one stage to one of the latest versions of its
own. Nonetheless, the language failed to continue its way and was dominated by

Persian and Turkish languages.
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