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Abstract

Multiple meanings are among the issues that, according to the tradition of linguistic studies,
can be proposed in the semantic section of grammar and as a topic in semantic studies. In a
situation where a linguistic unit finds multiple meanings, one of the important areas of
investigating these meanings in the cognitive approach is the study of sensory verbs that are
related to the functioning of the five senses. The present descriptive-analytical study presents
an analysis of the polysemy of the verb bu?idan (smell), as one of the sensory verbs in the
Persian language, based on corpus data and Ganjur database, in the framework of Lakoff's
model (1987) while following the approach of cognitive semantics. In this step, 202
sentences including the verb were extracted from the Persian language database and were
categorized in 25 classes based on its prototypical and expanded meanings. Then its sematic
network was determined. Since sensory verbs are the result of physical and social
experiences, they become the basis for our understanding of abstract concepts. Therefore, we
considered the broad concepts of bu?idan (smell) and its semantic network can be used in

teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers.
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