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Abstract

Zoroastrian Middle Persian texts consist of vast and precise moral precepts mostly
found in Zoroastrian gnomic treatises, the most comprehensive of which is the Dénkard,
Book VI The significance of morality in Zoroastrian religion is embedded in its
relationship with cosmology and eschatology. Morality is intended to empower human
to deliver his expected duties, to reinforce goodness front and consequently, to
contribute to the progress of Ohrmaz’s aim of creating the world. Is it possible to
recognize certain criteria for Zoroastrian Morality? Can these criteria support
enhancement of the goals expected of morality in Zoroastrian framework? To find out
answers to the above questions, we have focused our study on the Middle Persian
gnomic treatises introduced in The History of Persian Literature before Islam,
incorporating descriptive-analythical method. Examining the domain and depth of the
moral themes and contents of these treatises, we have found them based on two general
criteria: first fairness and justice, second, altruism and mercy. These criteria are

compatible with the myths of origin and end in Zoroastrianism, and contribute to

« Ph.D. Candidate in Comparative Religious Studies, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran,
ava.nava@gmail.com

« Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Religious Studies, Faculty of Theology, Ferdowsi University
of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran (Corresponding Author), hasanzadeh@um.ac.i

== Professor, Department of Linguistics, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran,
f.goshtasb@ihcs.ac.ir

Date received: 09/11/2023, Date of acceptance: 24/01/2024



Abstract 140

fulfillment of human’s duty, reinforcement of goodness in the world, and realization of

Ohrmazd’s goal of creation.

Keywords: Zoroastrian Religion, Middle Persian, Gnomic Treatises, Morality,

Fairness, Altruism.
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