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Abstract

This article examines the effect of control degree of main clause on finiteness and tense
in Persian complement clauses. Landau considers the obligatoty control of main clause
verb on the predicate of finite and nonfinite complement clause. The semantic
interpretation of predicate of main clause determines the mood and finiteness of the
dependent clause using finiteness and tense. Increasing the control intensity of main
clause on the occurrence of complementary clause increases the degree of nonfiniteness
of complementary clause. The purpose of this article is to examine the effect of
finiteness and tense on the occurrence of dependent clause regarding to the degree of
control of main clause based on Landau’s Minimalism and Givon’s Functionalism. The
data of research has been collected in a library manner and analyzed by a descriptive-
analytical method. Results are indicative of gradability of tense and finiteness in
complement clauses. By decreasing the control intensity of main clause verb, the
occurrence time of complementary clause has less reference to main clause. The mood

and finiteness of complement clauses are changed from nonfinite subjunctive mood to

» PhD Candidate, Department of Linguistics, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran,
foroozar@gmail.com

= Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author), ba.modarresi@yahoo.com

= Assistant Professor, Department of Persian language and literature, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran, esmaaili@gmail.com

Date received: 02/04/2024, Date of acceptance: 09/09/2024



Abstract 2

finite indicative mood; so finiteness can be defined as a continuum from nonfiniteness

to weak, moderate and complete finiteness.

Keywords: complement clause, finiteness, tense, Minimalism, Functionalism.

Introduction

The finiteness of complement clauses in Persian has always been a controversial topic
among linguists, so that some linguists have done researches on finiteness under the title
of finite clauses and nonfinite or infinitive clauses. Regarding the finiteness of
complement clauses in Persian language, a group of Iranian linguists including Darzi
(1993), Sedighi (2001), Ghomeshi (2001) and Motavalian ( 2011) have conducted
some studies on rejecting the complement clause, and have claimed that there is no
finite clause in the Persian language. Also, some linguists including Meshkatodini
(2000), Moeinzadeh & Mosafa Jahromi (2009) and Alikhouei & Modaresi (2018) in
their researches on complement clauses, have implicitly proved the nonfinite or
infinitive clauses in Persian language. They believe that Persian language has the
nonfinite clause. Considering the evidence available in different languages, the wide
variety of complement clauses and the different approaches adopted in their
investigations, different and sometimes contradictory opinions have appeared among
linguists, which requires a comprehensive review and more specialized research.
Therefore, it is necessary to conduct the present research for two reasons. First, the
previous studies are based on the advanced frameworks of generative grammar, not the
new views such as the minimalism program and functionalism, and secondly, none of
these researches have examined the finiteness as a graded grammatical component,
especially from the viewpoints of minimalism program and functionalism in the
nonfinite clause in the Persian language. Therefore, the general issue in this article is to
examine the concept of finiteness and tense in the framework of Landau's (2006) and
Givon's (1980) functionalism. The choice of Givon's continuum is to provide a basis for
the gradation of control verbs. This continuum shows how the control verbs relate to the
formal components of finiteness and tense in Landau's formalism model which finally
leads to the formation of complement clauses. In fact, the writer wants to examine the
degree of finiteness of complement clauses through the concept of finiteness and tense
and according to the control intensity of the verb of the main clause in the form of
Landau's agreement theory and Givon's control continuum. In this way, by presenting a
continuum plan of control verbs, the formation of control constructions is investigated

through the integration of the two areas of meaning and syntax, and then by considering
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the factors such as the effect of semantic interpretation and the intensity of the control
of the main verbs on the realization of the action occurrence and the type of the subject
of the complement clause, the graded finiteness is analyzed in the aforementioned
constructions. Therefore, it is assumed that the complement clauses in Persian language
have a graded semantic tense and finiteness according to the intensity of control of the
main verbs. |The verbs of the main clause, which have a higher degree of control, take
the finite complement clause. The difference between this research and the previous
ones is that it seems that the finiteness or the nonfiniteness of the complement clause is
not a dichotomous choice that is imposed on the complement clause through the main
predicate. Rather, the intermediate forms between these two extremes of finiteness may
arise. Considering that the previous researches have mostly been conducted from the
perspective of a traditional and formalist approach around this phenomenon, the authors
have tried to examine the effectiveness of the minimalism and functionalism approach
in this field and give a comprehensive description and analysis of this challenging

phenomenon in Persian language.

Materials and methods

In this research, the data has been collected in a library manner and then analyzed using
a descriptive-analytical method in the field of Landau's minimalism and Givon's

functionalism.

Results and discussion

Results are indicative of gradability of tense and finiteness in complement clauses. By
decreasing the control intensity of main clause verb, the occurrence time of

complementary clause has less reference to main clause.

Conclusion

The mood and finiteness of complement clauses are changed from nonfinite subjunctive
mood to finite indicative mood; so finiteness can be defined as a continuum from

nonfiniteness to weak, moderate and complete finiteness.
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1. The store owner reported that vandals had soaped his windows.

2. The store owner forced them to clean up the window.
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